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NMMC to Open New Artifact Exhibit Honoring 250 Years of Marine Corps History

TRIANGLE, Va. — The National Museum of the Marine Corps will open a new temporary
exhibition, Always Faithful...Always Fascinating: 250 Years of Remarkable Stories from the
Collection of the National Museum of the Marine Corps, on Friday, September 26. Marking the
250th anniversary of the Marine Corps, the exhibition will feature nearly 50 artifacts as a tribute
to the enduring legacy of the Marine Corps across two and a half centuries.

While the Museum itself traces the entire 250-year history, Always Faithful...Always Fascinating
narrows the focus to 28 remarkable stories told through rare and meaningful artifacts. These
stories highlight pivotal moments and personal experiences that shaped the Corps, from the 19th
century through the modern era. Visitors will encounter items that reveal not only the legendary
figures of Marine Corps history, but also stories from the everyday Marines whose service and
sacrifice embody the spirit of “Always Faithful.”

Each story was carefully curated to go beyond the dates and battles, shedding light on the human
side of Marine Corps history. From the enduring legacy of Lieutenant General Lewis B.
“Chesty” Puller to the courage of Marines in World War II, and from the leadership of Major
General Smedley D. Butler to the creativity of Marines recognized with an Academy Award, the
exhibit uses artifacts as storytellers to connect past, present, and future generations. With many
artifacts being shown to the public for the first time, the exhibition provides a rare opportunity to
explore our history from a different perspective, connecting individual stories to the larger 250-
year narrative of the Corps.

Exhibit highlights include:

e Personal artifacts from Marine Corps legend Lieutenant General Lewis B. “Chesty”
Puller



e The medals and uniform of Major General Smedley D. Butler, one of the most decorated
Marines in history
A Civil War—era commandant’s uniform
Battlefield relics from World War I1
An original Academy Award, presented to Marines for wartime documentary filmmaking

The exhibition will remain on view through 2027 in recognition of the Nation’s 250th birthday
celebration and is part of a larger initiative to commemorate the Marine Corps’ 250th
anniversary and further the museum’s mission to preserve and celebrate Marine Corps history
and heritage.

Opening events:

e Exclusive preview Opportunity: Wednesday, September 24, 2025.
Invitation-only event featuring remarks by museum leadership and curators.
e Public opening: Friday, September 26, 2025.
The exhibition will be open daily during museum hours.

Media interested in attending the September 24 preview event should contact Evett Amaro at
karen.amaro@usmcu.edu to RSVP.
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About the National Museum of the Marine Corps

The Museum preserves and exhibits the material history of the U.S. Marine Corps, honors the
commitment, accomplishments, and sacrifices of Marines, supports recruitment, training,
education, and retention, and provides the public with an accessible platform to explore Marine
Corps history.

Located at 1775 Semper Fidelis Way, Triangle, VA, the Museum is open daily from 9 a.m. to 5
p.m. Admission and parking are free.

For more information, visit www.usmcmuseum.com.
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